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Strathroy, Ont. M. G. 
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Dear Friends: 
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in them. 

Newtonards, Co. Down, N. Ireland 
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Dear Sister: 

As the body requires provision, so does 
the spirit. It is the enlightened vision of 
man correctly educated by the Word that 
will help him to think and act as the Divine 
Mind commands. Works of righteousness 
will adorn his day by day walk. With it a 
deeper sense of gratitude will arise and his 
lips will speak continually the praises of 
Him who had lifted him out of the dust 
and set his feet on the heights with them 
who practice virtue and truth. 

True Christians are happy, thankful peo- 
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grumbling or complaining never made mat- 
ters better, so instead they staunchly face 
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So. Amboy, N. J. L. M. K. 


Deceased 


Megiddo Mission Church: 

Mr. A. A. Blumer passed away two weeks 
ago last night. (Mr. Blumer was a sub- 
scriber and correspondent for many years 
—Editor.) 

Crystal City, Mo. 

Mrs. J. Blumer 
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The Hell of the Bible 


N A CHURCH catechism we read: “What are the pun- 
| ishments of sin in the world to come? The punish- 
ments of sin in the world to come are, everlasting sepa- 
ration from the comfortable presence of God, and most 
grievous torments in soul and body without intermission, 
in hell-fire forever.” 

Further: “Will the bodies of the damned also rise? The 
bodies of the damned will also rise, but they will be con- 
demned to eternal punishment.” 

In another catechism the question is asked: “What is 
the misery of that estate whereunto man fell?’ The 
answer is: “All mankind by their fall lost communion 
with God, are under his wrath and curse, and so made 
liable to all miseries in this life, to death itself, and to the 
pains of hell forever.” That is a terrible doctrine! 

When we read the definition of the original words 
translated “hell” we can see how different is the meaning. 
In the Old Testament the word is sheol in the Hebrew, 
and in the New Testament it is hades in the Greek, and in 
many places it is translated grave. The Hebrew Lexicon 
gives the meaning as: “A subterranean place, full of 
thick darkness ... a hollow and subterranean place... . 
It is commonly derived from the idea of asking, from its 
asking for, demanding all, without distinction.” 

The Encyclopedia Britannica states that sheol and 
hades, are translated in the King James Version thirty- 
one times “grave” and thirty-one times “hell,” and that it 
signified, as originally conceived, “a vast subterranean 
tomb. ... No thought of retribution was connected with 
this deep and gloomy under-world. It was the common 
receptacle for all.” All go to the grave, One definition of 
the word is, “the pit of destruction.” Destruction does not 
mean life, nor does it mean living. 

From the Greek Lexicon the definition of hades is: 
“the nether world, the grave, death, making unseen, an- 
nihilating, destroying, unknown, obscure, dark, gloomy, 
unseen, annihilated, not seen.” These are the meanings in 
the original language of the two words translated in most 
every instance “hell,” or “grave.” There is a marked con- 
trast between the catechisms and the original. 

In Wilson’s Emphatic Diaglott the author says: “Hades 
occurs eleven times in the Greek Testament, and is im- 
properly translated in the common version ten times by 
the word hell. It is the word used in the Septuagint as a 
translation from the Hebrew word sheol, denoting the 
abode or world of the dead, and means literally that 
which is in darkness. ... To translate hades by the word 
hell, as it is done ten times out of eleven in the New Tes- 
tament, is very improper.” 


Death: an End of Life, Good or Bad 


We shal] read the definition of “death.” “Used of death, 
whether man or beast, whether natural or violent; to 
perish, to be destroyed.” Death is to perish; not a change 
from life to life, but “to be destroyed, to kill, to destroy 
thoroughly, to kill outright.” That is a remarkable def- 
inition from the Hebrew. Death puts an end to life; it is 
a state of utter unconsciousness. In place of a man being 


in a state of happiness or misery, he is unconscious, 
asleep; a dead man knows nothing. In the Scriptures we 
find the punishment of the wicked is eternal death. 

He tells us plainly in Psalm 92:7, “When the wicked 
spring as the grass, and when all the workers of iniquity 
do flourish; it is that they shall be destroyed for ever.” 
What is to happen to the wicked? “They shall be de- 
stroyed for ever.” That is the fate of the wicked. How 
thankful we should be that there is no eternal misery for 
any man or woman. “But thou, Lord, art most high for- 
evermore. For, lo, thine enemies, O Lord, for, lo, thine en- 
emies shall perish; all the workers of iniquity shall be 
scattered.” Every enemy of the Mighty God shall perish 
when His Kingdom fills the earth and His will is done in 
earth as it is done in Heaven. 

God gives us much evidence as to what becomes of the 
wicked. In Prov. 2: 21, 22, we are told that “the upright 
shall dwell in the land, and the perfect shall remain in 
it. But the wicked shall be cut off from the earth, and the 
transgressors shall be rooted out of it.” The people who 
are upright, who become perfect by obedience to God’s 
law, are to dwell in the land forever; but the wicked shall 
be cut off, cut off by death, destruction, not cast into eter- 
nal torment. For in Prov. 10: 25 it says, “As the whirl- 
wind passeth, so is the wicked no more: but the righteous 
is an everlasting foundation.” 

The New Testament teaching is the same. We turn 
to Rom. 6: 22, 23, “But now being made free from sin, 
and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holi- 
ness, and the end everlasting life.” If we bear the fruits 
of righteousness the end shall be everlasting life. But 
what of the other class? “For the wages of sin is death.” 
The Almighty God has the right to name the wages of 
wrong doing. “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift 
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” On 
the one hand the wicked receive eternal death, not eternal 
life in misery; while on the other hand the righteous re- 
ceive eternal life in happiness. 

Now remember that in the definition of “death” we are 
told it is total destruction, penal death, destruction—not 
a word of eternal torment. God’s way is just. When He 
tells us plainly that the wages of sin is death, destruction, 
what right have people to say death is eternal torment in 
literal fire? The catechisms picture a God worse than a 
human fiend: that He would take men and burn them to 
all eternity for the wrong they could do in a few short 
years. 

We find the opposite in the words of Jesus, Matt. 7: 
13, 14, “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which go in thereat.” The broad way, 
said Jesus, leads to destruction. That is not eternal tor- 
ment. 


Fire: only a Symbol 


Now let us compare Paul with Jesus on this subject of 
punishment. Turn to II Thess. 1: 7, “And to you who are 
troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be re- 
vealed from heaven with his mighty angels.” If we are 
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troubled on anything pertaining to salvation He will let 
us know the truth of the matter. Christ is coming with an 
innumerable company of angels, “in flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” If you have not 
heard or read the definition of “fire” in the Hebrew and 
Greek lexicons, you might think Christ is coming with 
literal fire. Let us read: “Fire: A symbol of destruction, 
whether of men or things . . . to be destroyed by war is 
said to be destroyed by fire; figuratively used of the 
judgments of God.” 

No literal fire is referred to in the Bible as the punish- 
ment of the wicked; it is simply a symbol of destruction. 
So we read that Jesus is coming with His mighty angels, 
“in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ:”"—Vengeance belongs to the Lord. What shall 
the punishment be?—“who shall be punished with ever- 
lasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power.” Jesus told us in Matt. 7: 13 
that the nature of the punishment is destruction, and 
Paul climaxes it and says it is everlasting destruction, 
that is, death without hope. This death is the wages of 
sin, Christ is coming to be glorified in His saints and to 
be admired of all that believe in that great Day of Judg- 
ment, and to bring the wages of sin to all those who would 
not turn from evil. It is plainly stated that the wicked 
shall be destroyed. 


Jesus’ Parable 


In Luke 16 is a parable to which people invariably re- 
fer in an endeavor to prove the doctrine of hell-fire. Some- 
one might ask, “How do you know this is a parable?” 
We are told in Mark 4: 34 that Jesus always spoke in par- 
ables to the multitude: “without a parable spake he not 
unto them.” What is a parable? It is “a comparison, an il- 
lustration,” not an actual fact. This parable, beginning 
at Luke 16: 19, teaches a great truth. 

We read: “There was a certain rich man, which was 
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously 
every day.” It says “rich man.” There is another kind of 
rich man besides one who has money. We read of such in 
Rev. 3: 16, 17, “So then because thou art lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.” 
It is the lukewarm class, those who have entered into 
covenant with God but are not all warmed up, zealous in 
keeping His commandments. “Because thou sayest, I am 
rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; 
and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, 
and poor, and blind, and naked.” 

They think they are all right. It applies to people who 
are not willing to see their sins. God says they know not 
that they are wretched and miserable and poor and blind 
and naked. He says, “I counsel thee to buy of me gold 
tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich, and white rai- 
ment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of 
thy nakedness do not appear.” He is not speaking of lit- 
eral raiment, but of the raiment of Rev. 19:7, 8, “The 
marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made 
herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be 
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is 
the righteousness of saints.” Get that right doing of saints; 
do not be a hypocrite and say you are all right when not 
doing the commandments of our Lord. Do not get clean on 


the outside only; do not appear righteous to men and 
within be jealous, envious, and have hatred and malice in 
your heart. 

Clean up; get on the white raiment, which is the right 
doing of saints. “Anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that 
thou mayest see.” When not doing right we are not liter- 
ally blind, but do not see ourselves. People can see someone 
else; but it is a work to see one’s own besetments, the 
selfishness, the pride that lurks in the human heart. It 
is the man rich in his own ways He is talking of; and 
that is the kind of rich man in the parable. This rich man 
of Luke 16 had on some fine clothing, fine in his own eyes, 
but he did not have on the right doing of saints. 

“There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in 
purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day.” 
He took just what he wanted; the rest he left out. “And 


_there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was 


laid at his gate, full of sores.” In the spiritual sense, a 
“beggar” is one hungry, pleading for help. In this parable 
are two classes represented, faithful and unfaithful. The 
rich man represents the unfaithful; and the beggar the 
faithful, someone hungry, asking for help and aid. 

This beggar realizes he needs help. He desires “to be 
fed with the crumbs” which fall from the rich man’s table 
—these crumbs of truth. He does not want to hear simply 
of the glorious Kingdom that is coming, but also of the 
things God has commanded to be done. And these sores— 
we read of them in Psalm 38. We have all had them. The 
Bible is not calling our attention to literal sores; we can 
learn from observation how to treat them. But God is 
talking of spiritual sores and how to treat them. 

The Psalmist says, “There is no soundness in my flesh 
because of thine anger; neither is there any rest in my 
bones because of my sin.” Because of what? Because of 
my sin. That is the kind of sores the beggar had, sores 
caused by transgression of law. “For mine iniquities are 
gone over my head: as a heavy burden they are too heavy 
for me.” Ah, it is sin and iniquity that is too heavy; that 
is the burden. ““My wounds stink and are corrupt because 
of my foolishness.” You can see these are not natural 
wounds. He acknowledges it is because of his foolishness. 
“For my loins are filled with a loathsome disease: and 
there is no soundness in my flesh.” Oh, are not these sins, 
iniquities and evils a loathsome disease; is it not a spirit- 
ual disease to have hatred, pride and dishonesty? They 
are the sores that corrupt. 

“It came to pass, that the beggar died,”—all the faith- 
ful of the past have died; Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and all 
are sleeping in the tomb awaiting the Resurrection Day. 
Abraham is represented as the father of all the faithful; 
they shall be blest with faithful Abraham. He went to 
the congregation of the dead; they are sleeping. “The rich 
man also died.” Faithful and unfaithful die, and both 
shall have a resurrection when Christ comes. “The rich 
man died, and was buried.” 


The Rich Man Buried in Hell 


In the King James Version it reads, “The rich man 
also died, and was buried; and in hell he lifted up his 
eyes.” That word “hell” is hades, the grave. The same 
word in I Cor, 15: 55 is translated “grave” where it reads, 
“O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy vic- 
tory?” The grave is the place in which we bury the dead. 

It reads in the common translation as if in hell the rich 
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man lifted up his eyes. In the Douay Version it reads 
much better. “And it came to pass, that the beggar died, 
and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom. 
And the rich man also died: and he was buried in hell. 
And lifting up his eyes when he was in torments, he saw 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.” Abraham’s 
bosom represents “the state of celestial happiness.” The 
rich man died and was buried in hell, the receptacle for 
all. He is not in torment until after the Resurrection and 
Judgment when he sees Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the 
Kingdom of God and he himself thrust out. In hell, the 
grave, he knows nothing. Both are buried in the grave 
and know nothing between death and the Resurrection. 

When are the angels going to carry to Judgment the 
“beggar” class, those who have eaten every word of God? 
(Matt. 4: 4). In Mark 138: 26, 27 we are told, “And then 
shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with 
great power and glory. And then shall he send his angels, 
and shall gather together his elect”—it is when Jesus 
comes in the glory of His Father with the angels. Both 
classes are sleeping in the grave, hades, sheol, then He 
sends His angels to gather them in when they are raised 
from the dead. As Jesus said, “The hour is coming, in 
the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth” (John 5: 28). Where are they? In 
the graves. That is where the unfaithful, represented by 
the rich man, are—in the graves. It is as plain as any- 
thing can be. 

When does this torment take place? Turn to Luke 13: 
24. We go to the plain teachings of the Word to illustrate 
and bring out the parable. Jesus admonishes: “Strive to 
enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will 
seek to enter in, and shall not be able.” They want to en- 
ter in as they please, without doing the commandments. 
“When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath 
shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to 
knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and 
he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence 
ye are:”—that is after He comes and the door is shut. 
He lets the faithful in, but the door is shut against the 
unfaithful, and they see what they have lost. There is 
where the torment begins. 

“Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk 
in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our streets. But 
he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; 
depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity.” That is why 
He says “depart”; they are workers of iniquity. Then let 
us read in verse 28 when the mourning shall be. “There 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall 
see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, 
in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out.” 
That is when? After they are raised from the dead, after 
the Son of man has sent His angels to gather them in, and 
when they see what they have lost. Oh, how sad will be 
that time for the unfaithful! If we are unfaithful when 
that Day dawns upon us, and we see the faithful accepted 
and we cast out, it will be the greatest loss that can come 
to any human being: loss of eternal life, loss of the future 
home, loss of everything! 


Torment—But not in Hades, the Grave 


There is no torment in death, in the grave; for the dead 
know not anything. No one knows a thing then, whether 
faithful or unfaithful. But when the Judgment is over, 


to see the faithful ones of old accepted and know they 
shall gain the crown of life with all its blessings—no 
more sickness, sorrow and pain—and they themselves 
cast out, then their torment begins, then the weeping. 
They will cry Lord, Lord, but it will be too late. The par- 
able is a representation of the Judgment. “He lifted up 
his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, 
and Lazarus in his bosom.” The faithful shall be gathered 
into Abraham’s bosom then. Abraham is the father of 
all who believe, and they shall be gathered to that state 
of felicity and bliss. 

Then the unfaithful are represented in verse 24, “And 
he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 
and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger 
in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this 
flame.” The unfaithful will cry then; it is after the Res- 
urrection they begin to cry “I am in torment.” 

“And Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in 
thy lifetime receivedst thy good things.” You had every- 
thing you wanted; were not willing to take trials and per- 
secutions as they came, but took only the good things. 
“And likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is com- 
forted, and thou art tormented.” Lazarus endured per- 
secutions, trials and temptations; had reproofs and warn- 
ings; but you were rich and increased with goods, thought 
you were all right; while Lazarus was willing to be re- 
proved and warned, and profited by it and shall receive 
the blessing. One class is self-righteous and think it un- 
necessary to get down to the little matters; while the 
faithful realize it is necessary to work out their salva- 
tion with fear and trembling. 

“And beside all this, between us and you there is a 
great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from 
hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that 
would come from thence.” What is the gulf? The decision 
of the Judge; Christ has rendered His decision which 
separates the two classes, the sheep from the goats. He 
says to the sheep, “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.” But to the goats He will say, “Depart from me, 
ye workers of iniquity”; you had your chance, God gave 
you your opportunity. Now the decision of the Judge has 
separated between you, and you cannot pass over: “there 
is a great gulf fixed.” 

We must get over on God’s side now. Christ will come 
and render the decision, and then there will be no chance 
to cross over, “for they which would pass from hence to 
you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come 
from thence.” It is then too late! 

“Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou 
wouldest send him to my father’s house: for I have five 
brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also 
come into this place of torment.” They want the world 
to know and understand so they will not come to the sad 
end they have. 

Abraham is represented as saying, “They have Moses 
and the prophets; let them hear them.” Yes, we must 
hear God’s call through His Word. Then in verse 30 we 
come to the key to the entire subject: “And he said, Nay, 
father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the 
dead, they will repent.” This shows it is after the Resur- 
rection. He wants somebody who has had a resurrection 
from the dead to go. So the finale of this parable is after 
the Resurrection. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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“As a Man Thinketh” 


, hw power of thought is of such vital importance to 
humanity that it should claim the attention of every 
person who is making an effort to succeed in any under- 
taking, and especially of each one who wishes to build 
for eternity. 

We recognize no higher authority than the words writ- 
ten by the inspiration of God, “in whom dwells all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge,” and we read therein 
“For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he.” This Divine 
statement embraces, not only the whole of a man’s being, 
but is so comprehensive as to reach out to every condi- 
tion and circumstance of his life. A man is literally what 
he thinks, and his character is the complete sum of all 
his thoughts. The poet thus expresses it, 


“Thought in the mind hath made us. What we are 
By thought was wrought and built. If a man’s mind 
hath evil thoughts, 
Pain comes on him, as comes the wheel the ox behind. 
If he endure 
In purity of thought, joy follows him as his own shad- 
ow, sure.” 


Man is a growth by law, and not a creation by artifice, 
and cause and effect are as absolute and undeviating in 
the realm of thought, as in the world of visible and ma- 
terial things. A noble and godlike character is not a 
thing of chance or favor; it is the natural result of con- 
tinued effort in right thinking. An ignoble and bestial 
character, by the same process, is the result of continued 
harboring of groveling thoughts. This being true, how 
then shall a man so order his life, upon what foundation 
shall he establish his thoughts, that he may build a noble 
and godlike character? We find by consulting the Holy 
Oracle of Truth that if a man follows the trend of his 
natural mind, the inclination is ever downward. 

In the first letter written for our instruction, we read: 
“And God saw ... that every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually.” Again by the 
Sweet Singer of Israel we hear the words: “The Lord 
knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are vanity.” We 
learn from the words of Jesus, our Great Teacher, that 
all the evils which defile a man come from his own heart, 
or mind, the entire stream issuing from the fountain 
head which is evil thoughts. If there were need for fur- 
ther evidence on the subject, we find it conclusively in 
Paul’s testimony, “The carnal mind is enmity against 
God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither in- 
deed can be.” 

Thus we see that if a man wishes to rise to higher 
ground in this life and evolve a character worthy of per- 
petuation in the wonderful future, he must seek a higher 
source than his own mind, must look to the High and 
Holy One who inhabits Eternity, and must learn His 
ways and thoughts; for again we read that the Lord 
saith: “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than 
your thoughts.” 

We know that it is only by searching and mining that 
gold and diamonds are obtained; so if a man will search 
as for gold and silver and seek as for hid treasures in 
this mine of God’s wisdom, he can find every truth con- 


nected with his being, for it is a “discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.” What a mine of wealth from 
which to draw! When we behold its treasures, with Paul 
we can exclaim, “O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God!” 

While He has opened for us the mine of true riches 
from which to secure treasures of thought which are 
noble and elevating, God does not force us to accept these 
gems of wisdom, but leaves us free to choose. By right 
choice and true application of thought man ascends to di- 
vine perfection; by abuse and wrong application of 
thought he descends below the level of the beast. Between 
these two extremes lie all the grades of character, and 
man is their maker and master. In the armory of thought 
he forges the weapons by which he destroys himself; he 
also fashions the tools with which he builds for himself 
mansions of joy and peace and strength in this present 
time, and in the world to come pleasures forevermore. 

A man’s mind may be likened to a garden, which may 
be intelligently cultivated or allowed to run wild: but 
whether cultivated or neglected, it must and will bring 
forth. If no useful seeds are put into it, then an abun- 
dance of useless weed seeds will fall therein and will con- 
tinue to produce their kind. Just as a gardener cultivates 
his plot, keeping it free from weeds, and growing the 
flowers and fruits which he requires, so may a man tend 
the garden of his mind, weeding out all wrong, useless 
and impure thoughts, and cultivating toward perfection 
the fruits and flowers of right, useful and pure thoughts. 
As the plant springs from, and could not be without the 
seed, so every act of a man springs from the hidden seeds 
of thought and could not have appeared without them. 
This beautiful principle was promulgated by the Chief 
Gardener, even Jesus, when He said: “A good tree can- 
not bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree 
bring forth good fruit,” and “by their fruits ye shall 
know them.” Act is the blossom of thought, and joy and 
suffering are its fruits; thus does a man garner the 
sweet and bitter fruitage of his own husbandry. 

Until thought is linked with purpose, there is no in- 
telligent accomplishment. With the majority the bark 
of thought is allowed to drift upon the ocean of life; and 
such drifting must not continue for him who would 
steer clear of catastrophe and destruction. If the drifting 
habit has been acquired we should at once set about to 
overcome it. This we can do by following the admonition 
of our dear Brother Paul, and fix in the mind the things 
which are honest, just, true, pure, lovely and of good re- 
port, and think on these things. 

Let us make this purpose our supreme duty and devote 
ourselves to its attainment. At first the effort may seem 
futile, for an undisciplined mind is an unruly child. But 
if we believe this truth, that strength can only be devel- 
oped by effort and practice, we will at once begin to ex- 
ert ourselves, and adding effort to effort, patience to pa- 
tience, and strength to strength, will never cease to de- 
velop, and will at last grow divinely strong. 

Achievement of whatever kind is the crown of effort, 
the diadem of thought. Spiritual achievements are the 
consummation of holy aspirations. He who lives constant- 
ly in the conception of noble and lofty thoughts, who 
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dwells upon all that is pure and unselfish, will, as surely 
as the sun reaches its zenith and the moon its full, be- 
come wise, noble, and godlike in character, and in the 
future shall rise to heights of immortality, being “made 
equal unto the angels,” neither can he die any more. 

A man may rise to high success in the world, and even 
to lofty altitudes in the spiritual realm, and again de- 
scend into weakness and wretchedness by allowing arro- 
gant, selfish, and corrupt thoughts to take possession of 
him. Victories attained by right thought can only be main- 
tained by watchfulness: “wherefore let him that think- 
eth he standeth take heed lest he fall.” 

Take courage, for in the great ocean of time the bois- 
terous waves are rolling high; but for every faithful mar- 
iner the Isles of Blessedness are smiling, and the sunny 
shore of the Kingdom of God is coming into view. Keep 
your hand upon the helm of thought, and your eye upon 
the radiant light beaming out from the lighthouse of the 
wisdom of God; for only so will you be able to steer clear 
of the rocks of temptation, outride the breakers of sin 
and anchor your bark in the quiet harbor of Salvation, 
and hear your Supreme Commander say to your tempest- 
tossed soul, “Peace, be still.” 





Tragedy a Blessing 


“With so much trouble and sickness the last two years,” 
said a troubled wife and mother, “I had been tempted to 
say, What good can come of all this, but then I heard of 
some one else’s troubles and he said, ‘Trouble is a gift.’ 
I was interested to know how it could be a gift. 

“T was told that every cloud had a silver lining, that 
nothing happened without a reason and what seemed to 
be tragedy was, actually, a blessing in disguise. 

“The darkness of trouble comes not to punish us but 
as a gift, even if we do not know why He gave it to us. 
Darkness brings one closer to God. Each sickness, finan- 
cial worry, death and loneliness is a lesson of faith and 
love. But the question still came, Why? Why should God 
choose trouble as a path to Him? Then one sentence came 
to mind, ‘Remember, you can see farther in the dark 
than in the day!’ Suddenly I understood. 

“In the dazzling light of day we cannot see beyond our 
own world. The sun that delights us keeps our eyes earth- 
bound. But the night gently forces us to lift our eyes to 
the stars. You cannot see the stars in the daylight. Nor 
can you see God so clearly in the noontime of happiness. 
It is not enough just to know in the daytime that the stars 
are still there. We know, but we forget them. If He did 
not send the night, we would not see the stars. 

“If He did not send darkness to our lives, we might 
not ever see that we need Him, for light, for love, for joy. 

“The secret is to open your eyes to see in darkness as 
in light. This little incident taught me a great lesson and 
greater still has the battle been to continue to believe it, 
but surely if we never cease to fight the battle, some day 
we must win.” 





A pleasant smile always goes a long way and has a 
pleasant habit of coming back. 


Dec. 25 —Christ's Birth 


or Santamas? 


HURCH histories and encyclopedias inform us that 
“the time of pasturing in Palestine, which has two 
seasons, the dry and the wet, or summer and winter, be- 
gins ... in March and lasts until November, when the 
herds are brought in from the fields and kept until the close 
of February.” Therefore “the month and day of the birth 
of Christ ... could not at all events have fallen in Decem- 
ber or January, since at that time of the year the flocks 
are not found in the open fields during the night... 
moreover, a census which made traveling necessary would 
not have been ordered at that season.” 

Prophets and sages foretold the birth of the Christ- 
Child, and the event was of such importance that a heav- 
enly messenger, with an escort of celestial beings, was 
sent to proclaim to the wondering shepherds: “Behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 

Not only is the date wrong but also the method of cele- 
brating. The Lord of Hosts gives an example of one of 
the vain customs, together with the command to proclaim 
it abroad: “One cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work 
of the hands of the workman, with the axe. They deck it 
with silver and gold; they fasten it with nails and with 
hammers, that it move not.” 

Is not this a striking description of the modern 
“Christmas tree” which has become such an important 
feature of the December 25th holiday celebration as to be 
almost a fetish? 

But what said the Lord besides, in this connection? 
“Learn not the way of the heathen.” While this was 
spoken as a warning against the worship of pagan idols 
carved from wood and stone, it applies with equal force 
as well to worship of the customs and practices of cele- 
brating a day dedicated to pagan gods, as observed in our 
day. 

When we understand that the definition of the word 
“heathen” is “a stranger to the true religion,’ we also 
understand clearly that the true religion will in no wise 
admit of its adherents taking any part in the celebration of 
a pagan feast day as the birthday of the Prince of Peace. 

How many parents take the time to teach their chil- 
dren the real significance of the day which gave our 
Saviour birth, how the Christ-Child knelt by His mother’s 
side to learn those holy lessons of obedience that in 
after years He might always keep the Heavenly Father’s 
law? The Christmas message should be a Christian mes- 
sage. On that day began the life of service, obedience, and 
sacrifice. Mankind, instead of being influenced by the life 
and example of Jesus Christ, have ruled in wickedness 
until the world is drowned in blood and tears, and hate 
has been written in song and story. 

As we behold the revelry and foolishness of a godless 
world, see the money being spent lavishly for trinkets, 
toys and playthings of every kind and description, for the 
daintiest of luxuries which are of no real value, for 
the richest of materials which pamper pride; while star- 
vation, want and misery stalk abroad even in our own 
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land. What gratitude should fill the heart of every in- 
structed one for the priceless knowledge which has re- 
deemed us from such folly! 

We have been liberated from the bondage and darkness 
of celebrating the 25th of December as Christmas, which 
in reality is only the old Saturnalia feast day of Pagan 
Rome. But so indifferent and heedless have the masses be- 
come, that were it sounded in clarion notes from one end 
of the world to the other that in observing December 25 
as the day of Jesus’ birth they are but paying tribute to 
a heathen god, it is very doubtful if many would be will- 
ing to forsake error for truth and abstain from the fool- 
ishness which characterizes the so-called Christmas. 

It is no Christian occasion; it is merely a jollification, 
a gay holiday, Santa Claus’ birthday, with no thought of 
Christ. Oftentimes it becomes a time of sensuous revelry 
and debauchery— truly a Saturnalia. 


AVAILABLE 


A sixteen-page folder which briefly gives the history 
of modern Christmas is available to readers of the MEs- 
SAGE. Also contained within is a short account of how 
Bible time was calculated. 

One dozen, 25 cents; 50, $1.00 





TEACH ME, LORD 


Teach me, my Lord, to be sweet and gentle in all the 
events of life—in disappointments, in the thoughtless- 
ness of others, in the insincerity of those I trusted, in the 
unfaithfulness of those on whom I relied. 

Let me put myself aside, 

To think of the happiness of others, 

To hide my little pains and heartaches, 

So that I may be the only one to suffer from them. 

Teach me to profit by the suffering that comes across 
my path. 

Let me so use it that it may mellow me, not harden nor 
embitter me; 

That it may make me patient, not irritable, 

That it may make me broad in my forgiveness, not 
narrow, haughty and overbearing. 

May no one be less good for having come within my in- 
fluence. 

No one less pure, less true, less kind, less noble for hav- 
ing been a fellow-traveler in our journey toward ETER- 
NAL LIFE. 

“Teach me thy way, O Lord.” —Psalm 86: 11. 





If you have learned to deal successfully and effectively 
with other people, you have made a big step toward suc- 
cess. 


The highest reward for a man’s toil is not what he 
gets for it, but what be becomes by it. 


When we cannot find peace of mind in ourselves, it is 
useless to seek it elsewhere. 


_ The art of conversation consists as much in listening as 
in being able to talk agreeably. 


BLESSINGS IN THE NARROW WAY 


The wine of Truth will make us glad; 
The oil will make our faces glow, 

As, strengthened by the holy bread, 
Within the narrow way we go. 


We are the trees so full of sap 
Which by the living waters grow, 
Whose leaves the nations soon will heal: 
The words of Truth we then will sow. 


Upon the pinions of the wind 
His mighty band will swiftly go; 
They’ll bless the Lord and all His works, 
And everywhere His wonders show. 


They’ll stand upon the mountain top, 
And shed abroad a radiant light 

Till nations, being taught the way, 
Will marvel at the wondrous sight. 


Down in the valley will be seen 
A spring of water flowing free; 

And some will go to quench their thirst, 
That they may live eternally. 


Come, now, ye children, young and old, 
Where love and joy is always found, 
And gather in the Master’s fold 
Among God’s children Homeward one 
—C. B. L. 





If you had a bank that credited your account each 
morning with $86,400 that carried over no balance from 
day to day, and allowed you to keep no cash in your ac- 
count, and every evening canceled whatever part of the 
amount you had failed to use during the day, what would 
you do? Draw out every cent, of course! Well, you do have 
such a bank, and its name is “time.” Every morning it 
credits you with 86,400 seconds. Every night it rules off, 
as lost, whatever of this you have failed to invest to good 
purpose. It carries over no balances. It allows no over- 
drafts. If you fail to use the day’s deposits the loss is 
yours. 





THE HELL OF THE BIBLE 
(Continued from page 5) 


Theologians have built a false theory on this parable. 
The denominations do not say as much now as once they 
did about eternal torment; but still it is in their cate- 
chisms and articles of faith, and many believe it yet. Oh, 
forsake the false, inhuman doctrine and accept a doctrine 
of justice and mercy! God is calling now, giving every 
one who will an opportunity to turn. He is merciful and 
longsuffering; all He will ever give to any wicked one 
is extinction of life. “They shall sleep a perpetual sleep 
... Shall be as though they had not been” (Jer. 51:57; 
Obadiah 16). No thought of eternal torment is found on 
the pages of the blessed Bible or in this parable. “When 
the wicked spring as the grass, and when all the workers 
of iniquity do flourish; it is that they shall be destroyed 
for ever.” A merciful, just, and righteous God! 

We therefore take the position that the Scriptures do 
not teach eternal torment. 
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“Be Ye also Keady” 


. CCUPY TILL I COME.” The imminence of our Lord’s 
coming should quicken our activity. To lose sight 
of its imminence tempts to indolence. The Master warns 
us of the danger incurred by those who say, “my lord 
delayeth his coming.” While the disciples stood gazing at 
the ascending Christ, two angels assured them that “this 
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall 
so come in like manner”—visibly, bodily, personally, glo- 
riously— “as ye have seen him go into heaven.” “OCCUPY 
TILL I COME.” Of the hour of His return we know not. 

A gentleman upon visiting a certain school promised 
to give a prize to the pupil whose desk he found in the 
best order when he returned. 

“But when will you return?” some of them asked. 

“That I cannot tell,” was the answer. 

A little girl who had been noted for her disorderly 
habits announced that she meant to win the prize. 

“You!” her schoolmates jeered; “why, your desk is 
always out of order.” 

“Oh, but I mean to clean it the first of every week.” 

“But suppose he should come at the end of the week?” 
some one asked. 

“Then I will clean it every morning.” 

“But he may come at the end of the day.” 

For a moment the little girl was silent. “I know what 
I’ll do,” she said decidedly; “I’ll just keep it clean.” 
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To be a little kindlier 
With the passing of each day; 

To leave but happy memories 
As I pass along my way; 

To use possessions that are mine 
In service full and free; 

To sacrifice the trivial things 
For larger good to be; 

To give of love in lavish way 
That friendship true may live; 

To be less quick to criticize, 
More ready to forgive; 

To use such talents as I have 

That happiness may grow; 


So it must be with the Lord’s servants who would be 
ready to receive the prize at His coming. It may be at eve- 
ning, at midnight, at cockcrowing, or in the morning. The 
exhortation is not, “Get ye ready,” but “Be ye ready.” 

We can build Christian homes where children are 
taught the fine art of making goodness attractive. We can 
participate in the development of a strong brotherhood 
where members live morally productive lives. We can 
help to build up our church in faith, fellowship, right- 
eousness, and power. We can be faithful stewards whose 
Master may at any hour return and call them to account, 
with work always done and ready for rigid scrutiny. Then 
we can lie down at night with this prayer in our minds 
and on our lips: 


“Let thy work appear unto thy servants, 

And thy glory unto their children. 

And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us; 
And establish thou the work of our hands upon us; 
Yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.” 





I LOVE YOU MOTHER 


I love you, Mother, said little John, 

Then forgetting his work, his cap went on 
And off to the garden he went to the swing, 
Forgetting the coal and wood to bring. 


I love you Mother said little Nell, 

I love you better than tongue can tell; 

Then she teased and pouted full half the day 

So her mother rejoiced when she went to play. 


I love you, Mother, said little Fan, 

Today I will help you all I can; 

How glad I am that school doesn’t keep, 
And she rocked the baby until it fell asleep. 


Then stepping softly she took the broom, 
And swept the floor and dusted the room. 
Happy and busy all day was she, 

As helpful and busy as a child could be. 


I love you, Mother, again they said, 

Three little children going to bed. 

How do you think that mother guessed 
Which one of them really loved her the best? 


i 
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MY PURPOSE 


To take the bitter with the sweet, 
Assured ’tis better so; 

To be quite free from self-intent 
Whate’er the task I do; 

To help the world’s faith stronger grow 
In all that’s good and true; 

To keep my faith in God and right 
No matter how things run; 

To work and watch and pray and trust 
Until the journey’s done. 

God grant to me the strength of heart, 
Of motive and of will, 

To do my part, and falter not, 


This purpose to fulfill. Sel. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, 
and have followed thee. And Jesus answered and said, Verily 
I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or breth- 
ren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands for my sake, and the gospels but he shall receive a 
hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sis- 
ters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; 
and in the world to come eternal life” (Mark 10: 28—30). 


The religion of Jesus was and is an eminently practical 
faith. His disciples were nothing if not practical men. 
Jesus Himself, while an idealist of the highest type, was 
also a practical man. His Church is no place for the im- 
practical dreamer, the unreasoning zealot or the fanatic. 
Therefore when Peter asked Him a fair, simple, natural 
and business like question, “What shall we have there- 
fore?” (Matt. 19:27), it is not surprising that the an- 
swer was direct, practical and business like. 

We hear much of “reward morality” as a thing, utterly 
beneath the Christian idealist. Had this thesis been true, 
we should expect to find Jesus administering a stern re- 
buke to His follower for his “gross materialism.” On the 
contrary, the question was answered courteously and ful- 
ly, without condemnation. 

All who would enter the Way are counseled by Jesus to 
sit down and count the cost before starting. This is the 
practical approach. As a sensible man or woman, you will 
work for the best paymaster. If the world offers more, 
then by all means choose it, for we live but once and life 
is brief. God invites us to investigate His proposition be- 
fore investing our lives in it. Through the ages He has 
advertised for laborers in His vineyard, saying, “Whatso- 
ever is right, I will give you.” Modern industry recog- 
nizes the necessity of incentive to gain production, and it 
is a sound principle. It is also God’s principle. 

It may sometimes seem, as it did to the apostles, that 
the losses are greater than the gains. But we fail to con- 
sider that the blessings God offers cannot be grasped by 
hands full of the things He forbids, things which would 
come between us and Him—in short, our idols. The prin- 
cipal reason professing Christians fail to realize the “hun- 
dredfold” as promised is that they do not let go, they have 
not really left all and followed Him. The promise is only 
to the fully surrendered life. 

What does the Way of Christ offer? Blood, sweat and 
tears, to be sure; the good things never come easy. The 
“old man” must die, and his struggles invariably cause 
pain. The advertisement stated as much—“with persecu- 
tions.” They will surely come—the trials from without 
and those we bring upon ourselves by our own blunder- 
ings. But what of it? Are we men, or are we mice? Do we 
expect to ride to glory on “flowery beds of ease”? We can 
take it, and we can win in spite of them, or, better, with 
their aid. The promise is sure: “There hath no temptation 
taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faith- 
ful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye 
are able” (I Cor. 10:13). As our days, so shall our 


strength be. Trials can be character builders, stepping- 
stones and not stumblingblocks, if taken as such. 

But notice the order in which the proposition is stated. 
The “persecutions” are the last thing, almost as an after- 
thought. That is the way it appeared to Jesus, so strong 
was His faith and so bright His hope; and that is the 
ideal for us to strive after. Paul, who had been through 
the mill of experience and knew whereof he spoke, called 
his afflictions light in view of the “far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory” (II Cor. 4:17). With him, 
as it should be with us, the “weight” was on the glory, 
not the affliction. 

Of what, we may fairly ask, does the “hundredfold” 
in this life consist? Is it literally true that the fully sur- 
rendered Christian will gain far more than he has lost 
in human relationships? The answer is yes, definitely and 
unequivocally. It has been tried and proved again and 
again. The tie of blood is deep and strong; it is a whole- 
some part of our racial heritage. The man or woman who 
is incapable of or deficient in family affection is poor 
material for the Kingdom of God. But, like all our in- 
stincts, it requires control by Divine law. And this is the 
law: “He that loveth father or mother more than me is 
not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me” (Matt. 10: 37). If our 
kindred after the flesh are also our kindred in the faith, 
there is a double tie which makes the Christian family 
one of the most beautiful things on earth. But if, as some- 
times happens, the narrow way involves the loss of the af- 
fections of our own flesh and blood, there must be no 
hesitation, for Christ must come first. Let us remember 
that we are members of a larger, nobler, more glorious 
family than the natural; that the pure love which flows 
in this hallowed circle is far deeper and stronger than any 
fleshly tie could possibly be. Our true fathers and moth- 
ers, brothers and sisters in the truth never disappoint us. 

It is true that a very considerable part of the present 
hundredfold consists of intangibles. Inward peace, or- 
dered thoughts, self-mastery, strength of character, the 
forward, hopeful look, faith in “the ultimate decency of 
things”—these are things to be coveted earnestly. When 
we have them, we possess more than earth’s richest. 
Material wealth without spiritual reserves means care 
and worry, misery and emptiness. As to temporal things, 
such as houses and lands, we are promised enough for our 
needs—conditionally. “Having food and raiment’’—not 
the superfiuities and luxuries of life—“let us therewith be 
content,” said the apostle. The Almighty gives us strength 
and intelligence to provide these things for ourselves, 
and we have the assurance, “I have been young, and now 
am old, yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor 
his seed begging bread.” Nor have we. 

But even all this is not enough. These benefits may be 
attained and enjoyed, to some degree, even by the de- 
ceived and self-deceived. There is no religion which has 
not given peace and comfort to some of its votaries, and 
many a sect has prospered materially. But it is at the 
end that they fail, and the end is what really counts. 
Whereas their hopes will end in disappointment and the 
oblivion of the tomb, the end of the faith of Jesus Christ 
is “in the world to come eternal life.” The incentive prin- 
ciple—“reward morality”—holds good to the end. “Be- 
hold, I come quickly,” said Jesus, “and my reward is with 
me, to give every man according as his works shall be.” 


Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Why do all religious bodies fight each other when all pro- 
fess to teach the Word of God? 


Why? indeed! It is evident that the reason is because 
they do not agree and each one thinks he is right and the 
other is wrong. Not until the world learn to come to the 
Word of God as the only standard of right and wrong, 
and be governed by it wholly will this conflict cease. As 
long as the creeds and traditions of the past are more 
precious to individuals than the statements of God’s Word 
there will be no agreement. And, in fact, the Book does 
not declare that there will be agreement this side of the 
coming of Jesus, the Son of God. 


Do you practice feet washing as Jesus instituted—John 13? 


In Jesus’ day men wore loose sandals on their feet and 
traveling over dusty, unpaved streets their feet would 
get dirty and uncomfortable. It was the custom that when 
guests came to a banquet or dinner the host would see 
that they were made as comfortable as possible. Washing 
their feet was one of the courtesies extended and was 
usually performed by a slave. 

In the Upper Room when Jesus washed the disciples’ 
feet it was to teach a lesson in humble service for our 
fellow men. As was the custom, in that meeting someone 
should have washed the feet of the guests, and since they 
had no servant and the disciples shrank from perform- 
ing such a lowly service for each other—arguing instead 
who should be the greatest—Jesus performed this humble 
act. He said in this connection, “I have given you an ex- 
ample, that ye should do as I have done to you.” He did 
not intend that this practice should be continued, but that 
humble service for our fellow men should be willingly 
performed, not only in that age but for all time. 


You teach man does not go to heaven at death. Then please 
explain Rev. 22:9, “of thy brethren the prophets.” Who is 
the angel talking of, if the prophets did not go to heaven? 


What the angel is saying is that he is a servant like 
John was or as any of the prophets. He in no way meant 
he was one of the prophets as is sometimes thought. The 
new translations make this plain: “I am a fellow servant 
with you and your brethren the prophets, and with those 
who keep the sayings of this book” (R.S.V.). “I am a fel- 
low servant to you and to your brothers, to the prophets 
and to those who keep the words of this book. Give your 
worship to God!” (Phillips). Dr. Moffatt is almost iden- 
tical with these. 

It is readily evident that the angel considered himself 
a servant of the Most High God and served whomever 
God sent him to serve, whether John, or his brethren, or 
the prophets in former ages. It might even have been 
Gabriel who appeared to Daniel, Zacharias, and Mary. 
The angels, being servants of God, did not in any way 
try to take away the worship that was due the Almighty 
for themselves. This passage shows the humility of the 
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immortal angels. How it should inspire the humble spirit 
in us! How it should move us to give God the glory for 
everything we do and never claim any praise from our 
fellow men for what little we might have done in this 
world. 





Please explain Luke 3:6. Does not “all flesh” include the 
wicked too? I thought only the good shall see God. 


These words spoken by John the Baptist, “And all 
flesh shall see the salvation of God,” cannot possibly re- 
fer to all humanity, good, bad, and indifferent. The prom- 
ise is that salvation will be given to those who seek for 
it by a patient continuance in well doing (Rom. 2: 7). But 
by this term “all flesh” he meant that salvation is open 
to all men, not to Jews only as had been the Jewish con- 
ception, but to men from all nations, and races. And men 
from whatever their race, color, rank could qualify and 
attain salvation. This was a new thought for the Jews 
for they considered themselves the only ones whom God 
respected, but later the middle wall of partition was broken 
down between the Jews and Gentiles and all who would 
could learn the way of salvation and by meeting the nec- 
essary requirements, be saved. 


Is the serpent that tempts us today the same as that of 
Genesis 3: 1? 


The Apostle Paul wrote (II Cor. 11:3), “But I fear, 
lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through 
his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the 
simplicity that is in Christ.” We are tempted when we 
allow our minds to be drawn away from Christ. James 
said (1: 18—15), “Let no man say when he is tempted, 
I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with 
evil, neither tempteth he any man: but every man is 
tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and en- 
ticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” 

Our own evil desires and the influences of those who 
are led by evil desires is what leads us astray. That is 
what tempts us to do wrong. 4 


Who are the men of Psalm 8: 5 who are made lower than 
the angels? Does it refer to all men, or just to Christ? 


Evidently, it refers to both, but especially to Christ, 
for we know no other mortal who was higher or better 
than He. These verses from Psalm 8 are quoted in He- 
brews 2. In verse 9 special reference is made to Jesus. 
“But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 
angels for the suffering of death.” 


Did Jacob actually see God face to face, as stated in Gen. 
32: 30? I understand no one has seen God but Jesus. 


No man has seen the Almighty Creator face to face 
(John 1:18; I John 4:12). In this text, as in several 
other references, it was the Angel, who bore his Father’s 
name, who was seen. Read Ex. 23: 20, 21. Just as mortal 
sons bear their father’s name, so do the angels. 
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Cems of Life for Youth 


Disappointments 


“And not only so, but we glory in tribulations 
also, knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 
and patience, experience; and experience, hope” 
(Romans 5:3, 4). 


ISAPPOINTMENTS seem to be the lot of 
D man. From the little child with golden hair 

attempting to catch the glancing sunbeams, 
to the old man who, with whitened locks and bent 
frame, pursues some scheme of wealth, disap- 
pointment is the almost inevitable consequence. It 
is well for us that the future is veiled from our 
eyes, else we would weary of the trials and allure- 
ments that make up the sum of our existence. 


And one of the saddest thoughts that come to 
us in life is the thought that in this bright, beauti- 
ful, joy-giving world of ours there are so many 
shadowed lives. If disappointment came only to 
the lot of the sinning, even then we might drop a 
tear over him whose errors wrought their own 
recompense. But it is not so. The most pure lives 
are sometimes those that are fullest of disappoint- 
ments. With one it is the wreck of a great ambi- 
tion. He has builded his ship, and launched it on 
the sea of life, freighted with the richest jewels of 
his strength and manhood. Behold, it comes back 
to him beaten, battered, and torn by the fury of 
the gale—the wreck of a first trial. 


Many are disappointed because they do not look 
for happiness and success either in the right 
spirit or by the proper methods. There is a legend 
told of a knight who journeyed far away in search 
of the Holy Grail. He engaged in great pursuits. 
He sought the most arduous undertakings. But 
failing to seek in the right spirit his search and 
his efforts were in vain. At length, wearied and 
disappointed, he sought his native land. Here, in 
the work of daily, trifling duties, humbly seeking 
to do what was right, he unexpectedly found that 
for which he had so long searched. In life we all 
seek happiness and success. There is but one way 
in which we can succeed; when we admit that hap- 
piness is but a state of the mind, and that suc- 
cess is the faithful performance of known duties, 
then shall we acquire both. 


It never yet happened to any man from the be- 
ginning of the world, nor ever will, to have all 
things according to his desires. And there never 
was any one yet to whom fortune was not at some 
time opposite and adverse. Those who risk noth- 
ing, can of course lose nothing; sowing no hopes 


they cannot suffer from the blight of disappoint- 
ment. But let him who is enlisted for the war ex- 
pect to meet the foe. It is with life’s troubles as 
with the risks of the battlefield; there is always 
less danger to the person who stands firm than to 
the one who gives way. To give way to disappoint- 
ments is to invite defeat. To seek bravely for a 
means to resist them is to put them to flight, and 
out of temporary misfortune to lay the founda- 
tion of a more glorious success. Send disappoint- 
ments to the winds; take life as it is, and, with a 
strong will make it as near what it should be as 
possible. 

Dark and full of disappointments may be our 
lot, and we may not be able to fathom the reason 
for them; but if we can only bring ourselves to 
see that they are for our good, that we need their 
chastening influence, all will be well in the end. 
In the trials of life we must look more for consola- 
tion within than from without. The surest consola- 
tions of life are those which we thus derive from 
our own thoughts. 


It is generally known that he who expects much 
will be often disappointed; yet disappointment 
seldom cures us of expectations. It is human to 
err; so it is the lot of mortals to be disappointed, 
for never yet did error secure the end wished. It 
is, however, better to take things calmly and en- 


deavor to be content with our lot. We may at 
least add some rays of sunshine to our path if we 
earnestly endeavor to dispel the clouds of discon- 
tent that may arise in our bosom, and by so doing 
enjoy more fully the bountiful blessings that God 
gives to his humblest creatures. 


We thus see that life is, indeed, a variegated 
scene, full of trials and full of joys—bright 
dreams, some fulfilled, more disappointed. What 
is the lesson for us to learn from this? Perhaps 
the truest philosophy is not to expect much, to be 
moderate in our plans and hopes. In youth espe- 
cially are we apt to be over sanguine. Reflect that 
life is full of disappointments, that it is vain for 
you to expect to escape them. But learn to go for- 
ward with a brave face. You may fail, but from 
this failure you can organize future success. Be- 
cause disappointed in one particular plan, it is 
no reason why you should abandon all plans, and 
settle down to the conviction that life itself is a 
failure. Show yourself a man, and rise superior 
to misfortune, and you will be rewarded by a 
final victory made more glorious by temporary 
discouragement, just as the sun bursting from be- 
hind the clouds lights up the landscape with a 
more glorious light because of the storms of the 
morning. 
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